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INVITATION - REUNION - VACATION 
NORCO, CA.  OCTOBER 6 - 8, 2016 
 
Time to make plans for next Reunion! 
 
Think about extending your vacation here in Southern California as there are 
so many things to do and see in the surrounding area, i.e. mountains, beach-
es, deserts, Disneyland, Universal Studios, Knotts Berry Farm, Museums, Live 
theater, Hollywood, Los Angeles, and much more.  All of this is about one 
hour from Norco. 
Steve Deever 
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Page 2 First Quarter 2016 

 

 

Sua Sponte is the official newsletter pub-

lished quarterly by the Company  G 

(RANGER) 75th Infantry Association edited 

by Stephen “Tower” Johnson.   

 Change of  Address:  Any Ad-
dress Changes should be sent to:  Sharon 
Robison, 5523 North Ocean Blvd., Suite 
1512, Box 12,  Myrtle Beach, SC 29577 or 
email: tomsharonrobison@msn.com 
 Membership Information: All 

former members of the 196th LRRPs, 

E/51st LRPs, and G/75th Rangers are eligi-

ble to receive Sua Sponte.  Membership 

applications can be obtained by con-

tacting the Association at any of the ad-

dresses or phone numbers listed above. 

 Newsletter Submittals and 

Deadlines: see page 1 

Company G (Ranger) 

75th Infantry Association 

10433 Juneberry Rd NW 

Bemidji, MN 

56601 

Email:  Towerg75th@yahoo.com  

Sua Sponte 

Stephen “Tower” Johnson, Editor 

10433 Juneberry Rd. NW 

Bemidji, MN 56601 

PH: 218-333-1541 (Home) 

E-mail:    

TowerG75th@yahoo.com 

Officers 

Stephen “Tower” Johnson, President 

Vacant, Vice President 

Lynn “Cowboy” Walker, Treasurer 

Frank Svensson, Secretary 

Ed Carey, Historian 

Tom “Dolly” Robison, Corporate 
Counsel 

Stephen Johnson , 75th Regiment 
Representative  

 

Board of Directors 

David Moncada, Board Chairman 

Steve Franklin, Board Member 

Tom Nash, Board Member 

Steve Deever, Board Member 

Chuck Ford, Board Member 

 

    

Photo caption from Afton Fire Tower located in 

Itasca State Park; Mississippi Headwaters with 

Pam keeping the guy on jump status steady! 

On January 21st, 2016, Richard Corkan 

resigned his position as president of the 

association. On February 3, 2016, a 

meeting was called by Chairman David 

Moncada. The purpose of the meeting 

was to fill the vacancy of president as 

suggested by our legal counsel, Tom 

Robison.  

A motion was made by Moncada to 

nominate Steve Johnson as president. 

Motion was seconded by Chuck Ford. 

The motion was unanimous with ap-

proval from Moncada, Nash, Ford, 

Deever, and Franklin. For those that do 

not know, the officers of our association 

are named by the board. The board is 

nominated for two years by the members 

of the association. 

On behalf of the association, I would 

like to extend kudos to both Richard and 

JoJo Corkan for an outstanding job of 

serving its members, a task not always 

easy to do and they need to be com-

mended and a huge thanks to them from 

all of us. 

We will always remain Brothers! 

Sua Sponte has been informed of the 

deaths of three Brothers: David Stan-

field, Jack “Doc” Bronson, and Randy 

McGahan. Rest in Peace, Brothers! 

David Moncada, concession manager 

would like to get some challenge coins 

for the Norco reunion to commerate 

the start of our company 50 years ago in 

1966 as the 196th LRRPs. He thought 

the company Association logo should be 

on one side and is taking suggestions for 

the other. His email is on page 11. 

Steve Deever is putting together this 

year’s reunion in Norco and with all the 

nearby attractions should make for a 

good attendance. October 6th, Thursday, 

is check in and we all depart on the 9th, 

Sunday. All the hotel info is on page 9. 

Start planning.  

I will be definitely stepping down as 

president in Norco. As editor and the 

75th RRA Unit Director of our associa-

tion is more than enough on my plate.  

If you are interested in becoming the 

association president or board member, 

please contact us. We are blessed with 

leadership within our association and 

now that many of us are retired, we can 

assume a role of officer or board mem-

ber. Speak up! 

If you have any proactive suggestion or 

if you want to consider being a featured 

member let me know, please. 

Thank you, Jim “Lotz” Lotzgesell for 

taking the time to be this issue’s featured 

member! “Tower” out. 
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Photos by Father John Dane 

 

 
 

 

Father John A. Dane is now retired in England, his homeland. He sent close to a hundred photos to be posted on our 

website and it will be there in the very near future. He gave us permission to use pics in the newsletter including the 

Americal Magazine article by Team Ohio that John was a member of where he was awarded a Silver Star and Purple 

Heart. As he informed us, “There were three missions ...and the last mission was to chart all the mine fields , the general’s 

words, not mine. I had an inkling that something big was about to happen and it did and I remember watching all the 

action from the beach in front of my hut-where else?” Top left photo is Dane; Top right, from left to right is Dane, Mike 

Terry, Unknown, and “Jolly” Charles Haussler. Meal break, lower left and lower right is Dane with a French Mat 49. 



Photos by Joe Meinike 
Featured by Jim “Lotz” Lotzgesell 
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I don’t have a lot to write, but I do have a picture 
that might be of some interest. It is a Polaroid that 
Ross “Corno” Cornoccio took of me, with Brad 
“Doc” Mandel behind me, just after all three of us 
had got back from a mission in about July, or so, 
1970. An awful lot of people liked Doc, and it is 
nice to have a picture of him. 
 
I came up from D Co, 75th with team Ranger 31. 
George “Psycho” Christianson was our team lead-
er. Reggie “Jack” Monce ATL, Bob “Smiley” Salwin 
our Gunner, Tony Gross RTO, and me rifleman, 
and that is all I remember. All of us, except Tony 
and Jack, I think, got attached to George Beach’s 
Team Texas. Texas had just got shot up and lost 
two guys, so we more or less took their place. All 
this was about March 1970. Tony had a supply 
clerk MOS so they wouldn’t let him go out. Texas 

hooch ended up with Beach, Psycho, Bruce 
“Pinky” Pinkerton, Corno, Smiley, and me. Of 
course, the actual missions ended up with other 
guys from other teams, or those not quite as-
signed to any yet. 
 
Our first mission was out of Hawk Hill. I think 
that Shawn Ranahan was with us, then, too. There 
was someone else with us that a hooch maid real-
ly loved. I forget his name, but he was the epitome 
of the tall blonde California surfer. He was going 
back to the States, soon. I remember seeing his 
hooch maid back in Chu Lai, crying when he left. 
She was being taken care of by about three other 
hooch maids. Actually, it was a touching scene. 
You felt bad for her. 
 
Anyway, we set down on a ridge and another 
team set down on the ridge parallel to us. We got 
chased by the enemy all day, until we got to a hill 
that had been dug in by someone else about 
nightfall. We spent the night in half-size foxholes. 
Very uncomfortable. They fired an AK burst close 
by to try and draw our fire. We did not answer, of 
course. Beach tried to get us pulled and they did 
send up the Birds, but the weather wasn’t good 
enough for them to get in to pick us up. Well, we 
got out in the morning – the enemy left us alone – 
probably didn’t want to have the Gunnies mess 
with them. While we were still out there, the oth-
er team got hit. Guess they lost a new lieuie who 
had just got into the company. Leaders did seem 
to have a hard time of it in LRRP companies, even 
those who didn’t go out much. My count was 
three platoon leaders dead, one platoon sergeant 
alive but badly blown up, one team leader alive 
but shot up, and another TL also alive but blown 
up. 
 
Beach took an R&R (or extension leave?) to see 
his honey in Bangkok, so Psycho took over at TL. 
Pinky was always Beach’s point guy, but Psycho 
made me his after a couple missions. I really was 
thrilled, of course, if a little spooked.  



Jim “Lotz” Lotzgesell Feature 
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Now, how did Doc Mandel get into G Co? He had been 
the company field medic for the Recon company at-
tached to 1st Aviation in Long Binh that supported D 
Co. They always had a platoon staying in a hooch 
right alongside our rear area. Well, after D Co got 
broken up and Ranger 31 got sent north (we were a 
heavy company with four platoons, and teams got 
sent all over the country to other LRRP companies), 
Brad went home on extension leave. When he got 
back, he showed up at the Americal. He walks into 
our company orderly room, talks to Top Wright and 
Captain Dinoto, and that was all it took. He was our 
Medic! Brad could talk his way in and out of things 
like no one I ever met. 
 
The photo must have been taken about my 33rd mis-
sion. It wasn’t an exciting mission, but I was walking 
Point this time, so there was always that. We set up 
an ambush in a flat spot off a trail. That night we 
found we weren’t the only things living there. About 
half the flat was owned by big-ass spiders. I was 
lucky – that time, at least. I had had my spiders, too,  a 
couple of times before. Anyway, much to our enjoy-
ment (that is, us without spiders), the others spent 
the whole night swatting at them. I remember we had 
Cliff Price with us that mission, too. He was always 
making these morbid jokes about becoming a morti-
cian when he got back and got out. He and Brad were 
on the spider side of the flat. Anyway, as soon as we 
got back, Corno started taking pics, and this is one of 
them. 
 
When I think back of those guys, it warms my heart. 
Half the team is gone now. Bob Salwin died a couple 
of years ago, and Cliff had a heart attack a couple 
years before that. I ran into both Cliff and Shawn 
Ranahan, separately, in the 90s in Spokane. Cliff had 
been a First Sergeant, but had gotten out and was in 
the Postal Service. Shawn was a contractor up in Ed-
monds with his great Geologist wife Linda. Cliff and I 
were talking with his son about camping, and when 
the boy made some complaints about how uncom-
fortable it was, Phil laughed and said to me. “ 
 

 
He just doesn’t know, does he?”. Cliff was on his se-
cond tour in Nam when I was there. He had been in E 
51st. He took another tour and joined, I think, the 1st 
Cav LRRP company as a team leader. He told me that 
his team made the last LRRP kills in the war. 
 
Doc went back to school when he went back to West 
Covina in L. A., but he was unhappy, so he ended up 
joining the Navy as a hospital Corpsman. I don’t know 
how that went except he got attached to the 3rd MAR 
(Navy Corpsman act as their medics) but I do know 
he didn’t stay in after his first enlistment. I lost touch 
with him after that. About 1979, I called Brad’s side-
kick in the Recon company down south, trying to lo-
cate him. He told me that Doc had blown himself 
away that January. So, that is the way he went. 
 
Well, that is my jumbled tale about the picture. I have 
very few pictures of that time. I always thought my 
memories would be enough. I find, though, that my 
memory is not as good as a lot of you guys. The differ-
ent missions kind of run together. Oh well, it was an-
other time, in another age. I will say this about us, 
though. I am a little guy, and not overwhelming to 
look at, but not one person ever said a wrong word to 
me about Vietnam, so I guess some of it shows. 
 
Yours, 
 
Jim “Lotz” Lotzgesell 

 

 

Editor’s note: 

 

Should anyone want to become a featured 

member, it’s not that hard; page and a half of 

writing and a picture or two to fill up two pag-

es. 

 

Sua Sponte thanks everyone that has submit-

ted a story and we would be more than happy 

to share yours! 

Stephen Johnson-  towerg75th@yahoo.com 



Americal Magazine 
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Provided by Father John A. Dane  



Americal Magazine 
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75th Anniversary Darby Rangers 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 
 
As you may know, 2017 marks the 75th anniversary of the founding of the 1st Ranger Battalion - 
Darby's Rangers (19 June 1942).  2017 is also a Ranger Rendezvous year.  Many a Ranger Regi-
ment vet felt slighted during the 30th anniversary - as the focus was placed on the GWOT Ranger 
and did not include representation of the Panama, ODS, Somalia, and Haiti vets. 
  
My hope is to reconnect all eras of Ranger Regiment veterans during Rendezvous.   
 
I provide you the logo above to be used as you see fit, or to be modified as you wish.  Since I am 
in military, the logo above cannot be trademarked by me.  It also cannot be trademarked by oth-
ers as it is in the public domain (that is what the lawyers tell me).   
 
Appreciate any feedback you are willing to provide. 
 
The logo above or a similar variation will start appearing on Regimental recruiting and messaging 
products beginning this fall.  
 
Rangers Lead The Way! 
 
Tony Mayne  
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2016 Reunion Norco, California 

The 2016 Reunion will be from Thursday October 6th 

through checkout on Sunday October 9th in Norco, 

CA at the Marriot Fairfield Inn and Suites. 

A working copy of our  itinerary of events and special 

coverage will be in the June issue of Sua Sponte.  

Steve Deever is the point man with assistance from 

George Merkel, and Frank Svensson. 

 

Rates will be $109 per night plus applicable tax 

Reservations: 844-407-0718 or the hotel directly 951-340-4500 

And be sure to mention yourself as part of the LRRP Ranger 

Association for the special rate. Cut off date is 9/14/2016. 

Complimentary Parking to hotel guests. 

http://www.cfmedia.vfmleonardo.com/imageRepo/2/0/67/734/269/ralfi_phototour19_P.jpg
http://www.cfmedia.vfmleonardo.com/imageRepo/2/0/67/734/289/ralfi_phototour24_P.jpg
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CURRENT FINANCIAL REPORT  

 

 

 

 

 

Lynn “Cowboy”Walker, 

CPA 



Great Bags for Travel @ $25  

 

 

email David “Chief” Moncada at: 

meganmoncada1@comcast.net  

ASSOCIATION CONCESSIONS… 
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Current Balance Sheet Continued 

  

http://sz0093.ev.mail.comcast.net/zimbra/public/meganmoncada1@comcast.net


“of  their own accord” 

Sua Sponte  
5523 North Ocean Blvd., Suite 1512 
Box 12 
Myrtle Beach, SC  29577  
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Rison Pig ambush by 2 man team: Nye & Jacks 


